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In December 2020, the Commission presented two policy roadmaps to support media and
democracy: the European Democracy Action Plan (EDAP) and the Media and Audiovisual Action

Plan (MAAP). The MAAP included a News Initiative, bringing all support actions for the news media
sectors under a common banner. These sectors receive increased attention in the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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Funding opportunities

The European Union wants to promote a free, diverse and pluralistic media environment and to
contribute to the viability of professional journalism and media. EU financial support for news
media organisations amounts to roughly €50 million per year, leaving aside support to research
projects and efforts to reduce disinformation.

The EU actions usually call for projects addressing challenges common to EU Member States (e.g.
increasing the economic resilience of news media, addressing news deserts, etc) or that enhance media
pluralism and public debate (e.g. investigative journalism, community media, media for migrants,
independent coverage of EU affairs, etc).

“Projects” are initiatives working on editorial aspects (e.g. joint news reporting) or business aspects
(testing business models, sharing best practices, etc.). They are usually managed by media consortia.
Beneficiaries retain full editorial independence in all grants signed with the European Commission.



https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2250
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_2239
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_2239
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/news-initiative
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Media Pluralism Monitor Creative Europe € 1.1 million European University Institute Florence

Rapid response mechanism to )
The European Centre for Press and Media

violations of press and media Creative Europe € 3.1 million
Freedom

freedom

Press and media councils in the ) . ) .

» Creative Europe € 1 million Consortium led by Fundacion Blanquerna
digital age
Journalism Partnerships: ) € 7 million (2023) Four projects supported (2023)
) Creative Europe . -
pluralism € 5 million (2024) 2024 call under evaluation
Supporting local and regional )
T ) ) ) . Local Media for Democracy led by the

news media in face of emerging Pilot Project € 2 million - )
European Federation of Journalists (EFJ)

news deserts

European Union — media ) = )

] ) ) . Consortium led by the Prague Civil Society

freedom hub (Free Media Hub Pilot project € 3 million
Centre

EAST)

European Festival of Journalism ) ) . )

Pilot project € 0.8 million Voices

and Media Information Literacy



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43251814/101126463/CREA2027?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=title&keywords=Media%20Pluralism%20Monitor&isExactMatch=false&programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43251814
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/org-details/999999999/project/101112154/program/43251814/details
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/org-details/999999999/project/101112154/program/43251814/details
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/org-details/999999999/project/101112048/program/43251814/details
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/third-generation-eu-supported-journalism-partnerships-ready-help-news-sector
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/local-media-democracy-project-will-support-local-media-eu-news-deserts
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/new-media-hub-support-independent-russian-and-belarussian-journalists-eu
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/new-media-hub-support-independent-russian-and-belarussian-journalists-eu
https://voicesfestival.eu/

Funding support Programme Budget Current beneficiary

Journalism Partnerships: ) € 5 million (2023) Four projects supported (2023)

. Creative Europe . )
collaborations € 6 million (2024) 2024 call under evaluation
Media Innovation Horizon Europe € 26 million Four projects supported
A data space for media Digital Europe € 8 million A consortium led by Innovalia

) Preparatory € 6 million (2022) Three projects supported (2022)
European media platforms ) . -
Action € 6 million (2023) 2023 call under evaluation
Citizen-facing European TV and ) ) . )
Pilot Project € 2.5 million Under evaluation

Video News Portal

ACCESS TO INFORMATION INCLUDING ON EU AFFAIRS

Funding support Programme Budget Current beneficiary

Coverage of EU affairs througha  Multimedia

. ) € 4.4 million Euranet Plus
radio network Actions
) Multimedia .
European Media Hubs Actions € 8 million Three projects supported (2023)
Media representation and
inclusion for refugees and Pilot project €0,5 million MigraVoice
migrants
o ) . Seven projects supported (2023)
Media Literacy Creative Europe € 2 million (yearly) -
2024 call under evaluation
A new online media offer for Preparatory . Four consortia supported (2022)
) € 9 million (yearly) -
young Europeans Action 2023 call under evaluation
Pan-European audiovisual Multimedia . .
) ) € 11 million (2024) 2024 call under evaluation
reporting Actions

Information
Measures for the

Information measures relating

] ) EU Cohesion € 7 million 2023 call under evaluation
to the EU Cohesion policy

Policy
Programme



https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/third-generation-eu-supported-journalism-partnerships-ready-help-news-sector
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl4-2021-human-01-06
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/projects-details/43152860/101123423/DIGITAL?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=title&keywords=A%20data%20space%20for%20media&isExactMatch=false&programmePeriod=2021-2027
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/results-2022-call-european-media-platforms
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/multimedia-actions
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/three-media-consortia-selected-report-european-affairs
https://thelondonstory.org/2024/02/13/eu-co-funded-project-migravoice-launches-to-amplify-migrant-voices-in-european-media-ecosystem/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/crea-cross-2023-medialiteracy?keywords=media%20literacy
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/eu-supports-four-media-consortia-enrich-pan-european-debate-among-young-europeans

Open and upcoming calls in 2024

e Media Ownership Monitoring System (€0,5 million)

e EU audio reporting (€4.5 million)

e EU digital reporting (€5 million)

e Technical means to provide Russian households with trustworthy information (€2,6 million,
publication expected in Q2 2024)

o A European public sphere: a new online media offer for young Europeans (€ 9 million, publication
expected in Q4 2024)

o European Festival of Journalism and Media Freedom (€3 million, publication expected in Q4 2024)
o Information measures for the EU Cohesion policy (€3.5 million publication expected in Q4 2024)

e The European Union - the media freedom hub (€ 2,9 million, publication expected in Q1 2025)

In addition to the initiatives presented in this document, the Commission has put in place a wide
variety of actions to fight disinformation and will support information measures of the EU cohesion
policy for 2024 (information will be published in Q4 2024).

Related content

+ Discover the EU’s News initiative
+ Find out about more about the supported projects

+ Navigate the interactive tool about other funding opportunities across EU programmes

+ Receive all the latest news on support to news media via email
+ Follow the latest news on X
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https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/media-ownership-monitoring-system-0
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news-redirect/827048
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news-redirect/827050
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/online-disinformation
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/online-disinformation
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/news-initiative
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/funding-news-media-sector
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/tool-funding-media
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/tool-funding-media
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/user-subscriptions/2544/create
https://x.com/MediaEu

